Message from The President

Kyushu University aims to become an institution that “drives social change with integrative knowledge.” In
November 2021 we were selected as a Designated National University Corporation and our aim is to be an institution
offering the highest global standards of education and research, so that we can contribute to designing the ideal
society of the future and solving societal issues. The university’s three missions, which build on its strengths, are
decarbonization, medicine and health, and environment and food. Among these, what perhaps best symbolize our
initiatives towards decarbonization are our hydrogen energy-related activities.

The climate crisis is a global challenge and green innovation initiatives are gathering pace both at home and
abroad. Seeking to make university-wide efforts to advance the decarbonization of society, Kyushu University is
building an internal network of approximately 200 researchers that transcends the boundaries between humanities
and sciences, under the Platform of Inter-/Transdisciplinary Energy Research (Q-PIT), where | serve as Director
General. Q-PIT is a cross-university platform that combines the strengths of the three hydrogen-related research
centers at Kyushu University, together with our international institutes and research centers and various faculties,
as we aim to realize our mission of decarbonization. Our goal for 2030 is to “propose innovative technologies and a
vision for society that will actualize discontinuous innovation towards decarbonization.”

The Japanese government has formulated a green growth strategy, and as we look towards the realization of a
decarbonized society, it is clear that hydrogen, which emits no CO2 when used, is positioned as an energy carrier
that can enable decarbonization, together with the introduction of renewable energies and
other innovations. What is more, green innovation is being steadily promoted through
industry-academia-government collaborations, including with various regions from
Fukuoka City to Fukuoka Prefecture and the Kyushu region as a whole. As an innovation
hub that is the driver behind the Kyushu’s status as one of the most decarbonized regions
of Japan, Kyushu University is committed to leveraging our various strengths in the
hydrogen energy field to create innovative technologies, propose regional growth
strategies and policies for building a decarbonized society model, contribute to the
development of talented human resources capable of driving innovation, and ultimately
realize a decarbonized society.

Tatsuro ISHIBASHI, President, Kyushu University

Towards the realization of a hydrogen energy society based on fuel cell batteries
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